
    In a book I read for Seminary,  
Making all Things New by Henri Nouwen, the 
author reminds us that “His Kingdom first” is 
what we strive for, letting our worries move to 
the background in our preparation for the life 
of the Spirit. The below thoughts are what 
came to me as I wrote about the author’s 
words in my journal. 

There is something in the freedom-longing of 
our hearts 
Something buried far below, swirling in the 
depths of who we are 
That calls us to who we can be…. 
 

How do we find it? how do we loose it to the 
surface, 
Free from chains of our own linking, 
Liberated, voicing, teaching….. 
 

What do others see in us that we do not see? 
Ourselves hiding from You, in 
Simultaneous fear and hope…. 
 

Safety in our silence? Reflecting in pools of 
anxiety, 
Stirred by every noisy ripple, 
Find the source of our trouble and let it 
disturb no more. 
 

Hold us in the palm of your hand 
Like a baby bird too soon out of its nest; 
Strengthen our wings and let us float with 
you…. 

It is your breath we seek, 
That Spirit breath that wakes up leaves on 
branches and invisibly sustains the hope 

that lifts eagles’ wings. 
 

The breath that cools us enough that we seek 
Warmth in community; and intense enough 
that it excites our passion to reach beyond…. 
 

Beyond the swirling depths that try to drown 
us, 
Beyond the binding chains of hopelessness, 
Defying the anxious fear… 
 

Ripples return, touched by Your hand, 
In reaching, deep into our souls, 
You draw us upward…. 
 

Upward through the Holy wake, 
Leaving behind voices that blind and 
mutterings that injure, 
Accepting Your presence…. 
 

Safely protected, encouraged to risk 
Setting our heart in the Kingdom 
Of Your triune community. 
 

Humbly blessed, called to share, 
Our whole being extended in  
Welcome to all who seek You…. 
 

Journeying together, each on one path, 
Solitary, yet concurrent  
Breathing in concert, held by Your harmonic 
Spirit. 

   

Love, Val 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
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"Walking the Road to Emmaus" Mission 
Workshop at Eugene: February 4 

Register now for the FREE workshop, Walking the Road to 
Emmaus: Where Mission and Culture Collide, to be held 
on Saturday, February 4, from 9:30 am-2:30 pm at Eugene 
Congregation (1485 Gilham Road, Eugene OR 97401). Bring a 
sack lunch. 
 
Like in the Emmaus scripture, the ministry of Jesus Christ is 
manifested when we engage in relationships with others. 
Opportunities for mission abound everywhere, but where do 
we begin?  To register, please contact GPNW Invitation 
Support Minister Sean Langdon (425-293-
6366,slangdon@cofchrist-gpnw.org) today with your name, 
email address, cell phone number, and name of the 
congregation you attend. 
_________________________________________________ 

Nurturing Spirit Retreat: March 3-5 

Register now for Nurturing Spirit Weekend, March 3-
5 at Samish Island Campground. "Finding the still, sacred 
centre in ourselves, each other, and our world." Sponsored 
by Canada West Mission Centre. There will be an optional 
start at noon on Friday for lunch and registration, followed by 
an afternoon of personal retreat time and self-guided 
activities.  A healthy, delicious vegetarian menu will be served. 
 
Please register early, especially if you require an "E" cabin. Cost 
is $115 (US) per person, payable by Wednesday, February 15, 
2017. Send to 16490 84A Ave., Surrey BC Canada V4N 3G8, or 
contact CWMC Communications Coordinator Debra 
Donohue (debra@communityofchrist.ca, 1-877-411-2632 ext. 
4)    
_________________________________________________  

  Caravan Dinner-Auction Fundraisers: 
March 11 & June 3 

Mark you calendar! Our GPNW Youth Venture for Christ 
Caravan will hold dinner-auction fundraisers at Eugene 
Congregation on Saturday, March 11 and at University Place 
Congregation on Saturday, June 3. Help the youth raise funds 
for their trip to Oahu, Hawaii! More details will follow. 
Donations for the auction are now being accepted! Caravan is 

looking for items for the auction: theme baskets, homemade 

quality items, gift certificates, etc. Contact Troy or Jody 
Barnhart (541-914-2114, 541-747-
6728, caravan@cofchrist-gpnw.org) to donate. 
_____________________________________________ 

Date Change for Singles Reunion:  July 2-6 

Please note that the 2017 Singles Reunion has been changed 
to July 2-6. All Singles, please make a note of this change and 
plan now to attend!  

Mission Center News 

GPNW Young Adult Winter Retreat: 2/ 24– 26 

All Young Adults, ages 18-35, are invited. Theme is "Listen in the 
Noise," Retreat to be held at Lewis River Campground from 7 
pm on Friday, February 24 to 1 pm on Sunday, February 26. In 
this chaotic world, music can be a grounding force, a forefront 
of change, and a form of prayer/meditation. We will explore 
ways that music impacts our lives. You are invited to bring a 
“heart song” to sing or play off of a device and share why it is 
meaningful. Don’t miss this weekend of worship, fellowship, 
laughter, and music! 

Retreat fee is $50 per Young Adult. Bring bedding, towel, 
toiletries, clothing, outdoor shoes, and your “heart song.” Bring 
a musical instrument, if you play! Register online at https://
gpnwyoungadultretreat2017.eventbrite.com or print and mail a 
registration form with your check made payable to "Community 
of Christ" to: Sean Langdon, 2713 NW Arnold Way, Corvallis OR 
97330. Registration deadline: Monday, February 20. Questions/
Comments: Director Sean Langdon (425-293-6366, 
slangdon@cofchrist-gpnw.org). 
____________________________________________________ 

High Priest Temple School Class:                         
Feb. 12, 19, March 5 

Ministry of the High Priest (MP 307) will be taught via WebEx 
with co-instructors Stacie Simmons Bates and Pam Cress. The 
class will be completed during three sessions on Sundays, 
February 12, February 19, and March 5, from 5-8:20 pm. This 
internet-based opportunity will draw students together from 
across the Mission Center who can participate from their home 
or a congregation. Required for participation are a computer 
with camera and microphone and high speed internet 
connection. Participants will receive an email with a connection 
link for each class session. 
 
Students may register with Pam Cress (pcress@cofchrist-
gpnw.org, 515-326-0790). Consider finding a group of others 
who might gather at one computer and enjoy the fellowship of 
a small group! Temple School materials must be purchased 
through Herald House (www.heraldhouse.org, 1-800-767-
8181). Each student is responsible for the purchase of their own 
text if taken for credit. Cost is $12.95 for pdf download or 
$29.95 plus shipping for print copy. Come and share! 
____________________________________________________ 
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          Special Family Reunion Offerings 

During the month of February, a special offering will be received 
to support the upcoming church family reunions  at each of our 
three campgrounds (Samish Island, Lewis River, and Remote). 
These funds will be used to make reunion more affordable for 
families in need, as well as reduce the cost for all participants. If 
you wish to provide financial support for the reunion your 
congregation typically attends, simply write “Reunion” on your 
offering envelope or check on any Sunday of February, and 
place your contribution in the offering plate. 
 
You can also contribute online by using the “Donate” buttons on 
the Reunion webpage of the mission center website: 
www.cofchrist-gpnw.org/reunions. The 2017 reunion 
information has not yet been finalized, so you will see last year’s 
on the website, but the “Donate” buttons for each of the three 
family reunions will work for this year’s reunions.    
___________________________________________________                                                                                                            

        Camp Samish Recruiting Head Cooks 

Do you love to cook/cater? Are you creative with menus? Can 
you manage a kitchen and crew? Are you available weekdays 
and weekends? Do you love to be at Samish Island? Samish 
Island Campground is recruiting head cooks on a contracted 
basis for a variety of non-profit groups throughout the 2017 
season. If this sounds interesting and fun, please contact Pam 
Bauer, Food Service Manager (samishfoodservice@gmail.com) 
for more detailed information and qualifications. 
_____________________________________________ 

 Caretakers Wanted for Camp Remote 
Applications are now being accepted for the position of 
Campground Caretaker for Camp Remote. We need someone as 
soon as possible. On-site housing and utilities are provided and 
possible salary. For more information or questions, please 
contact Mike Grohs, Board President (grohsmike@hotmail.com,  
541-514-7239). 
____________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                                 
 Lewis River Summer Camps 2017                      
Family Reunion:  June 25-30                                                                         
Elementary :  Camp Zarahemla, July 25-29                                                                
Junior High:  Girls at LR Campgrounds, July 24-29                                                                 
         Boys at Hosmer Lake, July 9-14                                                             
Senior High:   at Remote Campgrounds, July 8-15                                                 
          Camp Kimtah at Samish, August 6-12  

For more information see flyer on bulletin board or go to 

 GPNW Mission Center  

 Campgrounds Needs 

 

World Church News 

 

Offering Envelopes and e-Tithing Focus Us 

on Holistic Mission 

President Veazey has called our Mission Initiatives 
"foundational and essential to the church’s life!" Beginning 
January 1, USA offering envelopes will reflect this holistic 
emphasis. You will enter a single amount on the Worldwide 
Ministries side of the envelope to be used across all five 
initiatives to support Christ’s mission—our mission—
holistically, around the world.  E-Tithing categories will change 
by the end of March. 
 
To honor World Conference Resolution (WCR) 773, envelopes 
for the first Sunday of each month will have space for a 
contribution to Abolish Poverty, End Suffering, allowing for 
oblation giving. This will be in addition to the opportunity to 
give an amount to Worldwide Mission Tithes. 
 
Since Mission Initiatives debuted in 2011, 74 percent or more 
of all contributions have been given to Use Where Needed 
Most. In fiscal year 2016, it was 85.6 percent.   

___________________________________________________ 

A Daily Discipline 

Are you looking for a daily infusion of joy, hope, love, and 

peace? Would you like to read an uplifting story? Maybe you 

are looking for a short prayer phrase you can carry with you 

all day or a longer spiritual practice to deepen your listening? 

Whatever it is you are looking for, we think you might enjoy 

the Daily Bread! This blog can be delivered to your inbox each 

day as a way to support your journey of discipleship! To 

subscribe go to www.cofchrist.org.  It is hoped that these 

stories and spiritual practices will continue to inspire and 

inform you as a follower of Jesus.  

 

Above all, clothe youselves 

with love, which binds 

everything together in 

perfect harmony.                   

-                             - 

Colossians 3:14NRSV 
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God’s Conversation Hearts                                                             

Those familiar conversation hearts that show up every February can be more than just trite 

romantic or friendly sayings. Use them to remind you — or to teach a child — of the greatest 

love of all: God’s love for us, which empowers our love for others. For example:  

 

• TRUE LOVE: What love is truer than giving up one’s only Son so people might have 

everlasting life? (John 3:16).  

• MINE: Jesus knows us intimately, as a shepherd knows his sheep. No one can snatch us 

from him (John 10:27-29).  

• FOREVER: God loves us with an “everlasting love” (Jeremiah 31:3).  

• LOVE ME: The greatest commandment is to love God with our whole being (Luke 10:27).  

• TRUST ME: “Let not your hearts be troubled.” We can count on Jesus, now and for eternal 

life (John 14:1-3).  

• SWEET TALK: God’s words are sweeter than honey (Psalm 119:103).  BE GOOD: We show 

our love for Christ by keeping his commands (John 14:15).  

• CALL ME: God longs to be in fellowship with us. We can talk to him anytime in prayer 

(Jeremiah 33:3).  

• FRIENDS: The greatest love involves laying down your life for your friends (John 15:13) — 

precisely what Jesus did.  

• #1: “We love because [God] first loved us” (1 John 4:19).  

From www.NewsletterNewsletter.com 

On the Sunday before Ash Wednesday (February 26, 2017), many Christian 
churches celebrate the Transfiguration of Our Lord. After telling His shocked, 
uncomprehending disciples that he would die and rise again, Jesus took Peter, 
James and John up a mountain. Suddenly Jesus appeared to be glowing! “He 
was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes 
became white as light” (Matthew 17:2, 
ESV).  
 
Moses and Elijah appeared, and a voice 
said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I 
am well pleased; listen to him” (verse 5). 
Jesus’ disciples fell to the ground, overcome 
by fear. But Jesus touched them, told them 
not to be afraid and led them down the 
mountain.  
 
The disciples witnessed firsthand the 
glory and Godhood of Jesus, who would soon die for the sins of the world and 
rise again to give us life. 
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Friday, Feb. 24, 2017 
8:00am-Noon                

Portland Community    
of Christ  

Do you want to get a better 
understanding of what poverty 
feels like and use that 
understanding to start thinking 

about the next steps for action, 
integrating your empathy and 
knowledge? If so, this workshop 
may be a good training opportunity 
for you. Participants role-play and 
navigate the daily lives of those in 
poverty.  Many of whom interact 
with other participants as a family 
using whatever resources they have 
to pay rent and utilities, eat, work, 
go to school and seek community 
resources.  

Using props and play money, 
experience a month of poverty, 
separated into four 15-20 minute 
weeks. View poverty from a 
variety of angles and discuss the 
potential for change within the 
community. Participants quickly 
learn that the simulation is not a 
game for our neighbors, friends and 
family who experience poverty 
every day.  

Registration: Cost is $25.00 + 
$2.24 service fee. Registration fee 
is waived for participants who vol
unteer as service providers, or who 
volunteer in other capacities. 
Advanced registration is required. 
Register at www.eventbrite.com.   

Volunteers are needed to play 
service provider roles during the 
simulation (e.g. police officer, 
banker, social services, etc.) and/or 
help with registration, set-up or 
take down.  All volunteers will 
have their registration fees waved 
and can attend the event for free as 
gratitude for their time and service. 
To volunteer or to ask questions 
contact CoActive Connections at 
(503) 893-8046 or                       
info@coactiveconnections.net. A 
flyer is posted on the bulletin board 
or you can go to 
www.coactiveconnections.net.   

Poverty Simulation 

Workshop                  

     

     Bible Quiz             

What unique characteristic of the judge Ehud enabled 

him to outsmart King Eglon of Moab, who had been 

oppressing ancient Israel?  

A. He was left-handed.  

B. He was blind.  

C. He was very fat.  

D. He was exceedingly strong.  

 

Answer: A (See Judges 3:12-26.)  
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C A L L   F O R   P R O C U R E M E N T S  

On March 18th, hundreds of people will attend the Orphans Africa 

auction. We need YOUR help to procure hundreds of items. That's 

right. Hundreds of people. Hundreds of items. Can you help? 

African Patterned Quilt--  

by Becky Macaras 

  

 

Tips to get you thinking: 

 ~ THINK BIG: offer air miles, time at your vacation home, a themed or 

gourmet dinner party . . . 

 ~ What TALENT or SKILL can you offer? Lessons in glass blowing? A 

fashion consultation? Hand-crafted jewelry? 

 ~ Join efforts with a group to create a THEMED GIFT BASKET. 

Theme ideas: Cultural Cooking/Baking, Retro, Movie Night, Sweet 

Tooth, Holiday, Springtime, Beach time, Aromatherapy, Everything 

Flowers, Romance, Coffee, Tea, Patriotic, etc. Gift Baskets due at the 

Orphans Africa office (2612 N 8th St Tacoma, WA 98406) by February 

24. Once you’ve chosen a theme, please let Stephanie Miller, 

Administrative Assistant  know so we can avoid duplicates. (253-252-

3544,  OABenefit@orphansafrica.org). We’ll also need the contact info 

for the basket coordinator.  

Event Time and Location: 

March 18th,  5-9pm 

Landmark Convention        

Center 

Temple Theatre Ballroom 

47 St. Helens Ave. 

Tacoma WA 98402 

www.tacomaslandmark.com 

Tickets ON SALE NOW! 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

Buy your tickets NOW!  

You do not need to procure anything in order to attend.  

Event includes: 

Gourmet Dinner ~  Silent and live auctions ~ Dessert Dash 

Join the co-founders and board members of Orphans Africa as we 

celebrate the charity’s decade of remarkable achievements, including 

three project schools and quality education for over 600 students and 

orphans in Tanzania. 

Questions: 

Email us at                                

oabenefit@orphansafrica.org 

Call us at (253) 252-3544 

Email: www.orphansafrica.org  

Address postal inquiries to: 

Orphans Africa 

2612 N 8th St 
Tacoma, WA 98406-7207 
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    Elaine Linne                                              

          15000 SW Hall Blvd.                                        

           Tigard, OR. 97224 

 

    Billy Boyles                                                                                                        

       c/o Courtyard Fountains                                     

          1545 SE 223rd Ave.                                          

         Gresham, OR. 97030                               

            (971) 413-3944 
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 Ash Wednesday Service  

 March 1, 2017 

 7:00 PM  

Portland Community of Christ 

Let us spiritually prepare ourselves for the upcoming 

Lenten season which begins on March 5th. 



Activity Page 


