
 
 
 
 

Provacative—serving or tending to provoke, excite, or stimulate; to cause the occur-
rence of (a feeling or action); to make (something) happen (Merriam-Webster dic-
tionary). Such were some of the comments and questions as I presented a Seminary 
paper last weekend at the John Whitmer Historical Association conference in 
Kirtland. It was an honor to present in the theater at the visitor center to an audi-
ence sharing a “lively interest in the history of Community of Christ and the Restora-
tion Movement”,  www.jwha.info. There were times I felt surrounded by mainly 
BYU professors, but all were friendly and we appreciated each other’s efforts.  
Another definition of “provocative” is “to cause (a person or animal) to become 

angry or violent. Fortunately I didn’t have that experience, or at least no one told 

me so! One person did come up later to apologize for what some of his friends told 

him was a rude question, but I hadn’t taken it that way. It was part of the moment, 

and stimulated good conversation as we tried to guess how some of our historical 

figures would feel about the Community of Christ today. Within that conversation 

was some letting go of past prejudices and a look at how the Restoration Movement 

is called to work together to bring justice and peace to the world.  

As a congregation we may often provoke our membership and our community in 

exciting or challenging ways. Are we a stimulating place to be? Are we making 

things happen? There are times we only have to talk with some of our visitors, those 

who call our building home during the week, or check out our parking lot on a week-

day. Yes, it’s a lot of work. But it’s a lively place to be!  

A question placed in front of many churches looking at discerning their mission is 

“Would the neighborhood miss you if your congregation wasn’t there anymore?” I 

trust we can provoke a resounding “YES” In the positive definition of the word!   

Blessings, Val 
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LOOKING Ahead 

Mission Center Conference Nov 5-6 

Young Adult Event Nov 5   

Fall Youth Retreat Nov 18-20 

            

 

  4837 NE Couch St. Portland, OR 97213 – (503) 238-9880          

Email: cofchristport@comcast.net                                          

Website: www.cofchristpdx.com                                              

Facebook Page: Community of Christ Portland       

From the Pastor’s Desk 

http://www.jwha.info


Pictures From the     2016 Conference  

As was reported in the July Newsletter, one of Val’s seminary papers was accepted into the John Whitmer His-

torical Association (JWHA) Journal. John Whitmer was considered the first church historian. 

The title of the paper is “Briggs and Gurley: Dissent or Discernment”.  These two men were early church lead-

ers. Val presented her paper and received a scholarship during the JWHA conference September 16 - 18, 2016 

in Kirtland, Ohio. The paper will soon be printed in the journal.    

The JHWA is an independent scholarly society composed of individuals who share an interest in latter day 

saint history and the restoration movement. They come from many walks of life and faith positions. To learn 

more about this association go to their website at: www.jwha.info.  

Val presenting 

her paperV 

Val receiving her 

scholarship 

Beautiful Kirtland 

Temple! 



Register online now to attend a Portland event 

in Cooperation with Parliament of the World's 

Religions on Sunday, October 16, hosted by 

our own Portland Congregation. Doors open 

at 1 pm. This is an interfaith gathering em-

bracing all faiths, "reclaiming the heart of our 

humanity." The day will include a welcome by 

indigenous tribes; a keynote address by Dr. 

Larry Greenfield, Executive Director of the 

Parliament; video and panel discussions on in-

digenous wisdom for recreating our world, cli-

mate change solutions, and challenging hate 

speech and violence; a traditional Langar din-

ner served by the Sikh Center of Oregon (head 

cover required and footwear removed); discus-

sion of the next Parliament of the World's Reli-

gions; and a world music concert! See flyer on 

bulletin board.                                               
www.facebook.com/events/1481782871847598/   
To register, visit                                                   

http://portlandparliament.eventbrite.com    

Cost is $20 per person through Monday, Octo-

ber 10, or $30 per person between October 

11 and 14. For more information, contact Port-

land pastor Val Walker 

The recently released Ministry of the Evangelist Temple School course will be taught on Saturday, October 8, 

from 9 am-5 pm at Southridge Congregation (400 NE 179th Street, Ridgefield WA 98642). It will then 

complete on Sunday, October 9, following lunch (approximately 1:30-3:30 pm). We are also invited to share 

in ministry with our host congregation in Southridge for the Sunday morning worship as available. 

 

All Evangelists are welcomed to engage the new material and join the 

discussion to bless our new ordinands and one another in study and dis-

cernment of the ministry role. As always, all are welcome! To enroll, 

contact instructor Pam Cress (pcress@cofchrist-gpnw.org, 515-326-

0790). Bring a lunch and your beverage of choice for Saturday. To pur-

chase course materials, go to www.HeraldHouse.org before the class 

time. The printed book is $29.95 plus shipping or available as an elec-

tronic downloadable pdf file for $12.95. Make plans to share this im-

portant weekend together! 

Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look on the fields, 

that they are white for harvest. 

 “Do you not say, ‘Four months more then comes the harvest’?                        

 But I tell you, look around you and see how the fields are ripe for                

 harvesting. John 4:35 

http://cofchrist-gpnw.us1.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=1d0d8d2ca6747ec3266107826&id=cc382bc8ae&e=0d1c2245f7
mailto:pcress@cofchrist-gpnw.org
http://cofchrist-gpnw.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1d0d8d2ca6747ec3266107826&id=1eb7beb56b&e=0d1c2245f7


Saturday, November 5 and Sunday, November 6     

Portland Congregation.   

Conference theme, Christ Leads!, is based on Hymn 28 

from Community of Christ Sings. We are to follow the ex-

ample of Jesus Christ and know that, “The mission of Jesus 

Christ is what matters most for the journey ahead”  Doc-

trine and Covenants 164:9f                  

 

Guest ministers will be Apostle Ron 

Harmon, and Mission Funding Spe-

cialist, Bishop Diana Hansen. Confer-

ence will include 

lots of music, 

business, testimo-

nies for new 

priesthood calls, 

fellowship, and 

worship by and for 

all ages. We will 

participate in several ordinations and 

in the setting apart of new Mission 

Center President, Kim Naten and new Interim Mission Cen-

ter Financial Officer, Steve Pomeroy. Whether you’re a 

delegate, member, or friend, we hope you’ll attend all or 

part of MC Conference! 

COMMUNION SERVERS are needed for  the Sunday 

worship at 11 am.  Contact Shari Amos (samos@cofchrist-

gpnw.org, 503-674-8996) to volunteer. 

 

USHERS are needed to assist our  head deacon with of-

fering, handing out bulletins, etc., on Sat. and Sun. Ushers 

can be delegates or non-delegates.- Contact Dianne Web-

berley (dwebberley@cofchrist-gpnw.org, 360-834-9664). 

Register for Child Care  (for those persons who will be 

attending Conference) - Child care is available for  chil-

dren ages 0-11. To ensure that we have adequate child care 

staff, please register your children by contacting Confer-

ence Planner Jill Brunette (jbrunette@cofchrist-gpnw.org, 

425-207-8712) by Monday, October 31. 

Register for Conference Lunch (for those attending 

Conference) - Register  by 3 pm on Friday, October 

28 for a catered lunch on-site for Saturday. Go to 
www.conferencelunch2016.eventbrite.com or contact Jill 

Brunette (425) 207-8712.                                                                  

 For more details go to  www.cofchrist-gpnw.org  

2016 Mission Center 
Conference:                      

The Youth of the Portland Congregation                
are sponsoring a 

Family Halloween Party 
Sunday, October 29, 2016    

5:00—8:00 PM at the Church                                   

  

 

 

Festivities include: 
Costume Parade

Games( bring a magic trick to perform) 

Pizza 

For more info contact Ty (503) 919-5523 

GPNW MC Fall Young Adult Events:               

October 22, November 5 

                                                                                      

Pizza, Games, and Corn Maze! Join us on Saturday, 

October 22, from 10:30 am-4:30 pm. Meet at 

Tuality Congregation (13855 SW Pacific Highway, 

Tigard OR 97223) at 10:30 am for games and a 

hosted pizza lunch! We will depart for the Corn 

Maze at 1:30 pm and end the event there. Cost for 

the Corn Maze will be covered. There is also a pump-

kin patch, barn with animals, market, etc. at this lo-

cation. Contact Sean Langdon (425-293-6366, 

slangdon@cofchrist-gpnw.org). 

Join us during Mission Center Conference (see in-

formation above) on Saturday, November 5, follow-

ing the Saturday evening business meeting (about 

9:30 pm) at Buffalo Wild Wings (1200 NE Broad-

way St., #20, Portland OR 97232). All young adults 

are invited to join in on the fun. We'll talk, laugh, 

and eat yummy food! Appetizers and beverages will 

be provided. Contact Sean Langdon (425-293-6366, 

slangdon@cofchrist-gpnw.org 

mailto:samos@cofchrist-gpnw.org
mailto:samos@cofchrist-gpnw.org
mailto:dwebberley@%20cofchrist-gpnw.org
mailto:jbrunette@cofchrist-gpnw.org
mailto:slangdon@cofchrist-gpnw.org
mailto:slangdon@cofchrist-gpnw.org


Daybreak Shelter Week                  

October 23-October 30 

Please see the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board  

or contact the church office (503) 238-9880 

Rewarding Ministry, Service and Fellowship!! 

Lewis River Campground Fall 

Fundraiser: October 22 

Save the Date now for the 2nd annual Lewis River 

Campground Fall Fundraiser, to be held on 

Saturday, October 22, from 6:30-9:30 pm at 

Portland Congregation. Enjoy Silent and Live 

Auctions, and a Dessert Auction! Soup, Salad, 

Bread and Beverage served for $10 per person. 

 

Whether or not you are able 

to attend, please consider 

helping by donating items 

for the auction or making 

something for the dessert 

auction. Homemade items do 

very well. Volunteers are 

also needed to make a large 

batch of soup. If you have 

any questions, please contact 

Susan Powell (360-609-

5466, groatsp@yahoo.com). Please come enjoy a 

fun evening while supporting a great cause!  

He's everywhere 

A mother asked her little boy to please get the 
broom from the back porch. “But it’s dark out 
there!” he protested.  
 
“Don’t be scared,” Mom said. “Jesus is 
out there. He’ll take care of you.” When 
the child looked skeptical, his mother 
continued, “Jesus is everywhere. You’ll 
be safe.”  
 
After a moment, the boy went to the 
back door and cracked it open. Peering 
into the dark, he called, “Jesus, if you’re 
out there, will you please hand me the 

broom?”  

   Bible Quiz                                                   
It’s intriguing to think of people in Bible times experiencing the 
same cycle of seasons we do. Which of these books doesn’t 
mention autumn?  
 
    A. Matthew  
    B. Jeremiah  
    C. Proverbs  
    D. Jude  
 
      Answer: A (See Proverbs 20:4, ESV; Jeremiah 5:24; Jude 1:12.)  

Comedy Night 

Want some rip roarin’ laughter in your life? Who 

couldn't use some good, deep, positive guffaws to 

help re-energize our souls?  

Emmy nominated and best selling Christian comedi-

an, Chonda Pierce is coming to Gresham, Friday, 

October 21, 7:00 PM. Billboard magazine has 

dubbed her the “country comic” and she is the Re-

cording Industry Association of America’s (RIAA) 

Certified Top-Selling Female Comedian – In History!  

Location: East Hill Church 701 N Main St. 

Gresham 

Prices: General Admission $28.00 General Admis-

sion Group (10) $25.00, VIP $45.00, VIP Group 

$42.00 

For more information about Chonda check out her 

webpage: www.Chonda.org 

mailto:groatsp@yahoo.com
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