
 

          Advent Waiting 

For our Advent preparation, I have opted to 
reprint a poem I used in last week’s sermon, by 
Katie Harmon-McLaughlin. I challenge us to use 
this time to slow down for a few minutes, to 
refuse to be rushed in the name of conven-
ience. Quoting Richard Rohr, “Advent asks us 
to focus, distill, and struggle with the internal 
second coming of Christ; to understand the big 
mystery of Christ by putting it on the small 
stage of these four weeks of Advent.” When 
we focus in this way, we can then live into our 
call as a prophetic people, to help others pre-
pare for the “forever coming” Christ. 

 

Hope is more than wishful thinking 
Or a burst of consolation 

Or an “it’s ok” 
 

It is more than meaning making 
Giving purpose for pain 

Or the exit route 
On the discomfort way 

 
Hope is more than a happy explanation 

Or a metaphor 
Or mechanism for coping 

 
Hope does not run away 

It does not try to get out of what is 
But it can be found there 

Always 
 

 
 

Real hope is in the dark 
In the pit 

At the bottom 
Where you never thought you’d be 

 
Real hope doesn’t bring a bandage 

Or sympathy flowers 
Or turn on an artificial light 

 
Real hope is gravity 

It draws you to where you are 
For what it is 

And doesn’t rush toward resolution 

 
Real hope isn’t away from here 

Or past this 
Or beyond the horizon 

With the future we cannot yet see 
 

Real hope is always where you are 
And it does not leave 

It is not waiting in the place 
You think you ought to be 

 
This surprising hope 

Present already 
Where you least expect 
Waiting for you to see 
That wherever you are 

It is being born. 
 

Imagine a flame within you that withstands 
everything that threatens to extinguish it. How 
is God kindling the fire within? Allow hope, 
peace, love, and joy to warm you this Advent 
season. And let it break free to bring hope for 
others. 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

     

  

 

 

4   Second Sunday of Advent  

10 Woodburn Service of 

 Celebration 

11 Third Sunday of Advent 

15-17 Human Solutions   

 Holiday Store 

17 FolkTime Christmas 

 Choir Concert 

18 Fourth Sunday of Advent 

18-25 Daybreak Shelter 

21 First Day of Winter 

24 Christmas Eve 

25 Christmas Day Worship 

31 New Year’s Eve Party 
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Planned by the Youth 

December 31, 2016 
All Invited 

Stay Tuned for More Information  

Questions? Call Ty VanZant (971) 804-7822 

Pictures from the Halloween Party 
              

                  Superhero’s 

 

Who’s that in the blonde wig? 

 

         Watching 

and Waiting 

Queens,  

Angels and  

Princesses 
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Mission Funding               
E-Newsletter:  
Community of Christ has a 
Mission Funding—Legacy Giv-
ing e-Newsletter, which can 
be received weekly, bi-weekly 
or monthly. If you are not 
subscribed to receive this via 
email, you can sign up 
here: https://
cofchrist.giftlegacy.com/?
pageID=36. Highlights from this month's newslet-
ter include:                      -Passing Unequal Shares 
in Your Will                        -Incentive Trusts Can 
Motivate Your Heirs             -IRS Plans 2017 Iden-
tity Theft Battle                  Finances: Stocks, 
Bonds, CDs and Mortgages 

2016 Mission Center       
Conference: Christ Leads! 

Mission Center Conference Summary                      
From MC President Mike Bessonette: 
  
Our fall Mission Center Conference, "Christ Leads," 
was a successful event - well attended and en-
joyed. The worships and music were excellent; 
"The Spirit of God like a Fire Is Burning" sounds 
awesome, even in the Portland gym. The ministry 
provided by Apostle Ron Harmon and Bishop Diana 
Hansen was inspiring. Sunday morning, we 
shared together in the ordinations of Doug Brown 
(Tuality Congregation) to the office of Bishop, 
and Elva Eliason (Southridge Congregation) 
and Dianne Webberley (Garden Grove Congrega-
tion) to the office of Evangelist during the first ser-
vice. In our second service, we shared together in 
communion and the setting apart of Kim Naten as 
our new Mission Center President and Steve Pome-
roy as our Mission Center Financial Officer. 
 
On Saturday, we enjoyed the parade of flags dur-
ing our opening worship. There was a touch of sad-
ness, as this is the last time the flags will be flown 
for closing congregations Woodburn and Olympia 
and closing group Lower Columbia Fellowship. Dur-
ing our business meeting, we passed the 2017 
budget, approved the four proposed resolutions, 
and handled other routine business. We also sus-
tained the priesthood calls of Elva Eliason 
(Southridge Congregation), Margaret Polly (Salem 
Congregation), Dianne Webberley (Garden Grove 
Congregation) and Sharon West (Cowlitz Valley 
Congregation) to Evangelist; Gary Farnsworth 
(Bend Congregation) to High Priest; and Dan Jack-
son (Southridge Congregation) to Bishop. 
 
Our fall conference is a wonderful celebration of 
our Mission Center community. We invite you to 
plan to attend next year’s conference and join us 
November 4-5, 2017, at Portland Congrega-
tion. 

 

Offering Envelopes Updated  

From World Church Presiding Bishopric           
(edited for brevity by Shari Amos): 

We are updating offering envelopes in the USA to simplify 
the contribution and receipting process. Beginning January 
2017, on the Worldwide  Ministries (right) side of the mission 
tithes envelope, contributors will now give a single amount sup-
porting all five Mission Initiatives in an integrated way (this will 
align with the fiscal year 2017 Worldwide Mission budget). This 
process eliminates the need for the contributor to designate con-
tributions to specific Mission Initiatives. If they like, members 
may write in any of the Mission Initiatives on their envelope 
with a specific contribution. E-Tithing will reflect these changes 
by the end of first quarter of calendar year 2017. Children cur-
rently receiving offering envelopes will also receive updated 
envelopes that allow for a single contribution to Worldwide 
Mission Tithes to support all five Mission Initiatives. 

 

Envelopes specific to the first Sunday of the month will provide 
for a contribution to Worldwide Mission Tithes to be used 
across all five Mission Initiatives as well as to Abolish Poverty, 
End Suffering to allow for oblation contributions in harmony 
with Community of Christ tradition and World Church Resolu-
tion 773. Unmarked contributions received on the first Sunday 
or when the Lord’s Supper is served will also go toward Abolish 
Poverty, End Suffering.  
 

Members may, also, designate a contribution to the church en-
dowments by writing it on their offering envelopes.  

There are 3 Worldwide Mission  Endowments: 

1-Use Where Needed Most 

2-Global Ministries 

3-USA Ministries  

In addition, contributors can give to another endowment: 

Temple Endowment  
 

Why are these changes happening? 

As leaders navigated the budget reductions leading to the ap-
proved fiscal year 2017 budget, it became clear that building the 
budget categorized around the five Mission Initiatives was creat-
ing arbitrary budget assignments that did not allow the level of 
efficiency necessary to achieve budget goals. As leaders reflect-
ed on these struggles, they recognized that the process of trying 
to track expenses to singular Mission Initiatives did not uphold 
the holistic approach to mission that we are called to live. Given 
that contributions were primarily being given to Use Where 
Needed Most, the fiscal year 2017 Worldwide Mission Budget is 
based on expected income from Worldwide Mission Tithes in 
total and not based on projected contributions to each mission 
initiative. 

For more information, answers to FAQ  and pictures of  the new enve-             

lopes, see the bulletin board or contact Kevin Merriman. 

 

 

       3 

http://cofchrist-gpnw.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=1d0d8d2ca6747ec3266107826&id=219524d9a9&e=0d1c2245f7
http://cofchrist-gpnw.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=1d0d8d2ca6747ec3266107826&id=219524d9a9&e=0d1c2245f7
http://cofchrist-gpnw.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=1d0d8d2ca6747ec3266107826&id=219524d9a9&e=0d1c2245f7
http://cofchrist-gpnw.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1d0d8d2ca6747ec3266107826&id=b45517b548&e=0d1c2245f7
http://cofchrist-gpnw.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1d0d8d2ca6747ec3266107826&id=b45517b548&e=0d1c2245f7
http://cofchrist-gpnw.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1d0d8d2ca6747ec3266107826&id=7146a0e809&e=0d1c2245f7
http://cofchrist-gpnw.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1d0d8d2ca6747ec3266107826&id=7146a0e809&e=0d1c2245f7
http://cofchrist-gpnw.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1d0d8d2ca6747ec3266107826&id=6b5ff91aee&e=0d1c2245f7
http://cofchrist-gpnw.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1d0d8d2ca6747ec3266107826&id=6b5ff91aee&e=0d1c2245f7
http://cofchrist-gpnw.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=1d0d8d2ca6747ec3266107826&id=afc60219eb&e=0d1c2245f7
http://cofchrist-gpnw.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1d0d8d2ca6747ec3266107826&id=de386b2451&e=0d1c2245f7
http://cofchrist-gpnw.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=1d0d8d2ca6747ec3266107826&id=1f15886dd5&e=0d1c2245f7


                         The Humans Solutions Daybreak Shelter Week is 

                      December 18-25, 2016. Volunteers of all types           

                            are needed. Please check the bulletin board to 

                 see how you can help.  
 

     

The shelter families will be asked to join us for the Christmas Day worship service. Two or three volunteers 

will be needed to stay with the families in the morning prior to the worship. Please contact Bret Westwood or 

the office to volunteer.  

   

In 2004, Human Solutions started the Holiday Store to better meet the needs of the 

growing numbers of children we serve during the cold winter months. This pro-

gram allows parents, with the assistance of a staff member or volunteer, to select 

free gifts for their children ranging in age from newborn to 17 years old. This sea-

son, our goal is to brighten the holidays for over 500 children in our community!  

Want to help? Donate items or host a Holiday Drive!                                                                                  

We ask that all donated gifts be new and  unwrapped, so that parents may have the pleasure of choosing special items and 

wrapping them for their children. 

We hope that your company, organization, or church will get involved by hosting a Holiday Drive. 

Don’t have time to shop? No worries! We accept financial contributions, so our “elves” can do the shopping for you. 

 

To donate: contact Sara Fisher,sfisher@humansolutions.org  

 Volunteers are needed! You can volunteer as a group or individual. Here are some of the 

volunteer roles we have availa- ble: 

Day of Event       Pre-Event 

Personal Shopper         Committee Member  

Organizer/store set up/food pantry     Donation Runner  

Check out 
 . 

To volunteer:  

Contact Thomas Phillips,tphillips@humansolutions.org                          

____________________ 

For more information on donating or volunteering  see the 

church bulletin board or go to www.humansolutions.org 

Thursday, December 15th to          Eastside Church of Christ 

Saturday, December 17th               9030 NE Glisan St., Portland  
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How many wise men followed a star to Bethlehem to 

worship Jesus?  

 

A. two  

B. three  

C. four  

D. We don’t know because the Bible doesn’t say.  
                    

    Answer: D (See Matthew 2:1-12.)  

Where’s your security? 

(From www.NewsletterNewsletter.com) 

When A Charlie Brown Christmas debuted 
in 1965, religious references were unheard 
of on television. Yet the show’s climax 
features the Christmas story verbatim. As 
Linus begins reciting Luke 2, he’s clutching 
his ever-present blue blanket. Yet, as as-
sociate pastor for worship at Parkway Fel-
lowship in Richmond, Texas, Jason Soroski 
points out, Linus drops it right as he utters  
the words “fear not” (Luke 2:10).  
 
 

 

 

 

 

Soroski believes the timing is intentional 
and that “Peanuts” creator Charles M. 
Schulz sends a simple, brilliant message. 
“The birth of Jesus separates us from our 
fears,” Soroski writes. It “frees us from 
the habits we are unable (or unwilling) to 
break ourselves. The birth of Jesus allows 
us to simply drop the false security we 
have been grasping so tightly, and learn to  
trust and cling to him instead.”  
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 Merry Christmas! 



 

SHOE DONATIONS 

Once again, the Portland congregation 

will be collecting shoes to raise funds  

for the GPNW Youth Caravan. Titled 

“Soles for Souls”, 

gently used shoes 

will be donated to 

other countries in 

need. A box has 

been placed in 

the foy- er to collect 

your donations. 

Once the shoes have been shipped, the 

shoebox recycling organization do-

nates money to Caravan. 

     

 

“I stopped believing in Santa Claus        

when I was 6. Mother took me to see    

him in a department store, and he 

asked for my autograph.”  

 

—Shirley Temple   
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Daily Bread Article Written by Eileen Turner  

Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. —2 Thessalonians 3:13 NRSV 

At Director’s Square in the inner city of Portland, Oregon, something unique is happening. Toddlers paddle about in a 
fountain while parents watch. Large chess pieces are available for people to play a game in the middle of a busy work 
week. There is a tiny restaurant where workers can pick up their midday meal and eat in the sunshine. 

But every Wednesday, there is a businessman in his suit and tie carrying his briefcase. He sits at a table set with fine din-
nerware. For one full hour, he sits there with no food, no beverage—just empty plates, silverware, and a goblet. 

      

His silent message is that on this day, his lunch money goes to feed the hungry. Until a picture and an article appeared in 
The Oregonian, he was just a spectacle to those who wondered what he was doing. 

     

This businessman had undoubtedly 
walked by the many homeless and 
hungry as he walked the streets of the 
city. But somehow, one day he discov-
ered a way to make a statement—a 
way to make a difference. 

    

Each of us can make a difference in 
another’s life. Christ modeled that 
behavior so we could change the cir-
cumstances that surround us. 

 

Save Your Change!!!  

 

As part of the children's 

Christmas Worship Service 

on December 11th and in the 

Spirit of Christmas you are 

being asked to save your 

change between now and 

New Year’s Day, the first 

Sunday of the Year. The collected change will go 

to a special Christmas gift to be revealed at the 

Christmas program. We are challenged to share the 

love of Jesus in a world in need of hope, peace and 

love. So, start collecting...  
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